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Logan Municipal Council       Logan, Utah     September 18, 2012 

 

 Minutes of the meeting of the Logan Municipal Council convened in regular 

session on Tuesday, September 18, 2012 at 5:30 p.m. in the Logan City Municipal 

Council Chamber, 290 North 100 West, Logan, Utah. Chairman Dean Quayle 

conducting. 

 

 Council members present at the beginning of the meeting: Chairman Dean 

Quayle, Vice Chairman Holly Daines, Councilmember Herm Olsen, Councilmember 

Karl B. Ward and Councilmember Tom Jensen. Administration present:  Mayor Randy 

Watts, City Attorney Kymber Housley, Finance Director Richard Anderson and Deputy 

City Recorder Sylvia Tibbitts.  Excused: City Recorder Teresa Harris 

 

 OPENING CEREMONY.  
 

Chairman Quayle called the meeting to order and welcomed those present.  Sgt May from 

the Utah National Guard 142
nd

 Military Intelligence Battalion performed the opening 

ceremony.  He introduced himself with a short history of his service, gave a thought and 

led the audience in the pledge of allegiance. 

 

Chairman Quayle welcomed those present. There were approximately 33 citizens in the 

audience at the beginning of the meeting.  

 

 Meeting Minutes.  Minutes of the council meeting from September 4, 2012 were 

reviewed and approved with minor changes.   

 

   Meeting Agenda.  Chairman Quayle announced at tonight’s meeting there would 

be two public hearings. Councilmembers Daines and Olsen asked that 2 items be added 

to the council agenda regarding a report of the Utah League of Cities and Towns 

meetings, and apartment owners’ compliance with ordinances.  Holly moved to adopt the 

council agenda.  Tom seconded the motion.  The motion carried. 

 

Meeting Schedule.  Chairman Quayle announced that regular council meetings 

would be held the first and third Tuesdays of the month at 5:30 p.m. The next regular 

council meeting is Tuesday, October 2, 2012.  

 

QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS FOR MAYOR AND COUNCIL.  

 

David Welch, a resident who lives on the east bench of Logan City near Dry Canyon, 

spoke of the Canyon Winds and recreational fires from people who live above them.  The 

smoke from these fires interferes with the evening activities of those who live below 

them on a regular basis.  He reported that recreational fires are exempted from fire laws 

as per the fire chief.  He indicated there are no ordinances, laws or statutes presented in 

the International Fire Code which Logan has adopted that regulate exempted fires, smoke 

or noxious odors as in this situation. He encouraged the council to consider an ordinance 

regulating recreational fires for homeowners in situations like what he and his neighbors 

are presently facing.  Fire Chief Jeff Peterson and City Attorney Kymber Housley replied 

that this is basically a policy decision the council would need to decide and how involved 
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they want to be.  Kymber said the City could pass an ordinance, prohibiting recreational 

fires, but the question is whether we want to.  His concern is it could impact so many 

other people who are not in this particular type of situation and it would have unintended 

consequences.  It seems that this is a unique scenario involving canyon winds.  There is a 

challenge with this matter.  Councilmember Ward asked if the issue could be addressed 

on a case by case basis through the nuisance ordinance.  Attorney Housley replied he is 

hesitant to craft regulation of these types of activities.  Open pit recreational fires are 

presently allowed and we would need to have subjective criteria for when it is allowed.  

Councilmember Olsen added a premise for limitations and restrictions could be imposed 

on yellow or red burn days.   Councilmember Jensen asked Mr. Welch if the involved 

neighbor has been approached.  Mr. Welch responded they have attempted to reason with 

the neighbor on several occasions, however they have not had any cooperation from him.  

Mr. Welch noted that their intent is not to prohibit recreational fires, but to prevent the 

nuisances that come from them. 

 

Leo Erickson, a resident of Logan City who lives next to Mr. Welch reported he has done 

fairly extensive research as to what other cities in Utah are doing in this case.  Sandy City 

has taken the two first bullets of the International Code and added a nuisance part and the 

authority to ask the person who created the fire to extinguish it.  It also has a paragraph 

saying neighbors should try to work together.  It also states that if there is going to be a 

big fire, to let the neighborhood know.  If the fire becomes too bad, the neighbors could 

call the city.  Basically, the only relief he and his neighbors have is when the individual 

involved goes on vacation.  He is concerned that these fires are a real detriment and a 

nuisance to the neighborhood.  Mr. Housley added that to be exempt, dry wood must be 

used so as not to create excessive smoke and the City can regulate that.  Additionally, 

there are civil remedies available to those private property owners affected in the 

neighborhood.  Councilmember Ward advocated the City should look at what remedies 

do exist.  Councilmember Daines advised looking at language other cities have used.  

There might be some refinement there.  Fire Chief Peterson reported he has asked the 

Fire Marshall what was being burned at this residence, to which he was told it looked like 

green waste materials at the time the Fire Marshall observed it.   

 

Bill Bower, a Logan City resident, said that in his neighborhood on any given day people 

in his neighborhood could have a fireplace going or other legal fires at the same time.  He 

is not in favor of more regulation by the City and doesn’t feel a regulating ordinance is 

needed for this.  He feels the root problem is not the smoke, but the attitude of the 

property owner doing with his property whatever he wants.  

 

Chairman Quayle closed this portion of the meeting. 

 

MAYOR/ STAFF REPORTS. 

 

Presentation: Branding Cache Valley – Kirk Jensen.   

 

Economic Development Kirk Jensen provided a background and context to the need for 

this venture which began about 2 years ago when the vice president for ventures and 

strategic economic development for Utah State’s Innovation Campus wrote to the Cache 

Chamber of Commerce asserting that Cache Valley did not have a cohesive branding 
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strategy for Cache Valley to market outwards to high tech companies such as Salt Lake 

has and other parts of the country.  Those who serve the Cache Chamber of Commerce 

realized what was being said and agreed that there is not presently a single branding 

strategy to bring business into the valley that seeks to cultivate business coming into the 

valley.  Through Mr. Jensen, the Chamber has hired Mark Hurst as the consultant for the 

branding initiative.  Mr. Jensen spoke of Mr. Hurst’s accolades including the “Life 

Elevated” campaign that Utah has.  The whole effort for Mr. Hurst and his team is 

determine what the essence of Cache Valley is.  Mr. Jensen pointed out to the Council 

that this is not an effort to ask for any money, it is merely for informational purposes.  He 

turned the time over to Mr. Hurst to give a presentation to expose the Council to their 

branding effort.  Mr. Hurst spoke of his personal relativity to Cache Valley.    In branding 

Cache Valley, he strove to determine what the essence of Cache Valley stands for and 

how it resonates with an audience over time in attracting tourists and jobs.  He visited 

with some council members, nearly 50 businessmen in Cache Valley, and nearly 50 

people in the Salt Lake valley in his research.  The most regular answer he received was 

“cheese” and “cows”.  He figures there will be 30,000 more people in this valley before 

the next census.  It is important to have new jobs to keep our educated workforce here.  

There needs to be an outreach to our local market as well as on a national basis.  His firm 

has produced a 50 page evaluation report that is available through Mr. Jensen.  He 

pointed out that the slide presentation he prepared summarized the evaluation report.  He 

said the object is to create jobs and connect to the vitality of the wired world.  Never 

leverage our heritage, but never let it hold us back.  The object is to take our perceived 

negatives and turn them into our greatest strengths. 

 

He gave a slide based presentation entitled “Cache Valley – On The Edge”, that could be 

produced in video form.  Additionally, he shared hypothetical ad possibilities for national 

journals.  He also shared some print ad possibilities he has developed. 

 

Chairman Quayle asked what the next step might be.  Mr. Hurst deferred the question to 

Mr. Jensen, adding that he envisions a local campaign to procure funding to produce the 

video and other advertisement.  The next step would be a timetable, budgeting, and 

strategic planning.  

 

Algae Harvesting Project – Issa Hamud. 

 

Chairman Quayle reported the council has visited the sewer lagoons and observed that 

the first unit is in place to begin harvesting algae. 

 

Mr. Hamud gave a general overview of the improvement project for wastewater 

treatment.  The City is currently working with the State for additional funding.  After, he 

will report back to the Council.  Also, they are still negotiation for property for 

expansion.  Mr. Hamud added that he is working with the State of Utah for additional 

funding to expand the project. They are also purchasing additional property for staging 

purposes. 

 

This project involves experimenting with the use of algae that is ongoing with USU for 

treating wastewater.  It is the size of 1500 gallons.  Councilmember Olsen reported that 

there will be a presentation Thursday at 4:00 pm and a tour of the facility at the sewer 
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lagoons.  USU continues to perfect some technologies they are researching that hopefully 

the City can utilize and participate in.  Mayor Watts spoke of how the City is going to 

continue to treat wastewater and how we need to meet the demand to reduce the 

phosphorous levels.   

 

Mayor Watts added that there are many projects going on in the valley and this project 

could become the biggest single issue in the future as far as dollars.  They are trying 

really hard to make this stay within a parameter of 20 years with much less than $200 

million for a total treatment plant.  The algae grows on the lagoons and it is huge in its 

magnitude.  There is too much phosphorus in it.  This is a matter of handling wastewater.  

This project is going into production to help meet the mandate that is coming in a few 

years to reduce the phosphorus level.   

 

Chairman Quayle asked what the byproducts of the algae drying are.  Mr. Hamud said 

that the algae can be dried and oil extracted from it for biodiesel production, or it can be 

processed to produce ethanol, beutenol and methanol to be used for other purposes.  They 

can also digest it and produce methane gas from the digester and it can be used for 

fuelling our trucks or generation of power.   

 

Chairman Quayle thanked Mr. Hamud for his report. 

 

COUNCIL BUSINESS.  

 

Gossner Foods Recognition – Chairman Dean Quayle.   

 

Chairman Quayle read a statement he had prepared in honor of Gossner’s Foods.  

Gossner’s has been on its present location since 1966.  Chairman Quayle spoke of the 

accolades and contributions of Gossner’s Cheese.  He commended Gossner’s for their 

efforts and business practices.  Councilmember Ward spoke to the great impact in 

employment and benefits to the community.  Mayor Watts added his admiration for 

Delores Wheeler and the Gossner family for hanging onto the business and helping to 

keep farmers afloat during the hard times to keep their product coming in.  He recognized 

and thanked Delores for what her father and the Gossner’s family has contributed in this 

valley. 

 

Councilmember Daines gave a brief report of the Utah League of Cities and Towns 

league meetings held in Salt Lake City last week.  She distributed to the council members 

a list of several of the 2012 ULCT resolutions and issues they will be focusing on when 

the legislature meets in January.  She advised the council members that now is the time to 

contact the League if they have any input.  She spoke of the workshop that made specific 

suggestions in making government more transparent for the citizens. 

 

Councilmember Jensen added that he was impressed with reports at the League meetings 

of small communities doing wonderful things.   

 

Councilmember Olsen spoke of the damaging component to neighborhoods when 

apartment owners will fill up their apartments with 4, 5 and 6 students in violation of 

zoning ordinances and if perhaps a neighbor discloses the violation, the owner cleans up 
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the place for a few months and when nobody is looking, violates again.  His anxiety is 

that we don’t have the money to hire several new enforcers to go out into the 

neighborhoods.  We only have the monies to respond only to complaints.  He asked what 

it would take to change ordinances in terms of penalties to send messages to apartment 

owners that there are limits and restrictions.  If there are apartment owner who regularly 

violate ordinances, we may want to craft some rather severe penalties to force those 

owners to pay attention so there is a financial incentive to comply.  Councilmember 

Daines said perhaps the problem is with single family residential owners who overload 

their houses with students.  Councilmember Olsen agreed.  This is what he suggests the 

council revisit.  Attorney Housley advocated inviting Jim Geier from Neighborhood 

Improvement attend a council meeting to report as to what they are presently doing.  He 

felt the program only works when neighbors participate in such ways as taking down 

license numbers on vehicles where possible violations occur.  He added that the City does 

prosecute and go after the violating property owners and succeeds in these efforts. He is 

not aware of a single occupancy case that the City has lost. Civil penalties are charged, 

however, criminal action can be taken on repeat offenders.  Attorney Housley said the 

City might want to focus on getting the word out to the neighbors to encourage them to 

get involved and do the reporting and the City will follow up. 

 

Councilmember Olsen advocated having Jim Geier invited to attend a future council 

meeting as well as the neighborhood chairs to share a collective sense of what they are 

dealing with.   Kymber added that it will give the City an opportunity to identify the 

issues.  He spoke of the various types of occupancy violations and some fit into the 

nuisance category or disorderly house, rather than an occupancy violation. 

 

Councilmember Olsen advocated sending notice to neighborhood chairs to invite them to 

bring input on this subject.  Councilmember Daines noted that the neighborhood chairs 

are currently on the agenda for the second council meeting in October to present some 

suggestions they have, not related to occupancy, however, they will be here and can give 

some input as to the occupancy issues.  Councilmember Olsen need to let them know the 

council would like to address this issue with them as well.  Councilmember Daines is the 

liaison for the neighborhood chairs, and she offered to give them the information and the 

invitation.  Councilmember Jensen would like this viewed as an opportunity to strengthen 

the fabric of the neighborhoods in a coordinated effort. Attorney Housley admonished the 

council to come up with suggestions as to how to get the word out. 

 

ACTION ITEMS. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING - Budget Adjustment FY 2012-13 appropriating: $21,071 for 

contributions from the Logan School District for the replacement of the tennis court 

$3,900,000 for the NRCS Logan River Dredging Project; $549 for the awarded EMS 

Grant to be used for certification, training, and continuing medical education for 

the Communication Center – Resolution 12-62. 

 

Chairman Quayle opened the meeting to a public hearing. 

 

There were no comments and Chairman Quayle closed the public hearing. 
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ACTION.  Motion by Councilmember Ward seconded by Councilmember Olsen to 

approve Res. 12-62 as presented. Motion carried unanimously.  

 

PUBLIC HEARING – Consideration of a proposed resolution specifying the 

preferred intersection improvements for the 200 East Project from 450 North to 

1250 North – Resolution 12-64. 

 

Chairman Quayle opened the meeting to a public hearing. 

 

Alex (?), a Logan Resident lives near the Transit Center.  He reported that he and his 

daughter have nearly been hit at 500 North and 200 East.  He said nobody stops for the 

stop signs now.  He feels that if a roundabout is put in, the situation will only get worse.  

He encouraged the council to think about the children and the future.  He wonders what is 

so important about the roundabout.  Chairman Quayle asked him if he had a better 

solution for this intersection.  Alex said he would like to see a street light placed at this 

intersection.  He has called the police previously with concerns and complaints and feels 

he is getting little response.   

 

Ann Geary from the Board of Education reported the Board applauds the council’s 

decision to put in an intersection with lights on 1000 North and 200 East.  She 

encouraged the council to look at obtaining crossing guards there even with a street light 

and on 900 North 200 East.  She added that the Board also applauded the planned island 

in front of the Middle School eliminating left hand turns coming out of the school area 

and reducing hazardous situations there.  Councilmember Olsen reported the width of the 

crosswalk at 900 North would be 3 feet rather than 8 feet.  Chairman Quayle asked Ann 

about parent-specific drop-offs on 200 East.  Ann replied they are encouraging parents as 

to where to safely drop their children off, however the Board is still working with a 

consulting firm on a solution.   

 

Councilmember Olsen asked Ann if the Board has arrived at any conclusion with regard 

to the roundabout on 500 North 200 East.  Ann reported they have looked at the studies 

and are uncomfortable in giving an opinion based on the information they received as it 

pertains to a double roundabout as opposed to a single roundabout that is planned.   

 

Logan Resident (?) is against the roundabout.  She feels a roundabout will tie up the 

traffic.  She said all of the traffic line up will have to stop on 400 North anyway and on 

the roundabout as well.  A whole block of cars can be put through that intersection with 

one stop light cycle.   

 

Carl Strucki, a Logan resident who lives on 200 East suggested banning all on street 

parking on 200 East from Thanksgiving to April.  He suggested a one-way road on 200 

East and 200 West. He also advocated for no additional entrances on the west side 200 

East.  He agreed the roundabout on 1000 North won’t work.  He can barely get onto the 

street with the street light now. 

 

Mary Godfrey, a Logan resident spoke.  She is legally blind and uses a white cane when 

she is out and about.  She uses the bus system to get around.  In having a roundabout on 

500 North and 200 East, she is concerned that the traffic might not see her.  She presently 
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crosses the street where there is a light or stop signs to get to the Transit Center.  She 

doesn’t feel safe crossing in a roundabout even with flashing lights.  She encouraged the 

council to reconsider the roundabout at this intersection.   

 

Chairperson Quayle asked Mark Nielsen to comment on options at this intersection.  Mr. 

Nielsen reported that all options are available, however, he has a concern with a signal at 

500 North and 200 East.  Two signals a block apart are not going to work 20 years from 

now.  As far as safety, stop signs are where drivers yield the best, however, they do choke 

up traffic and may require putting in a signs in the future.  Councilmember Olsen asked 

about the timing of the one-way couplet study.  Mr. Nielsen replied the study would be 

finished before any construction is done on this project.  If the study chooses 200 East as 

a one-way road, it would affect any plans for the roundabout.  As to Ms. Geary’s 

comments, Mr. Nielsen said the median on 900 North is 2 feet wide as proposed. It 

eliminates left turns out of the drop off for busses, however, it preserves the parking on 

the East side of 200 East.  It will not create a safe haven for students in the median.  The 

school zone flashing lights will remain in place if crossing guards are placed there.   

 

Police Chief Gary Jensen reported to a request from the council pertaining to the costs of 

crossing guards.  Each crossing guard is about $4,000 per year and that is just dollars.  

The other problem is getting people to apply for the job as the hours and seasonal 

challenges deter many from applying.  It is already an ongoing problem for the Police 

Department to fill the crossing guard positions they already have. 

 

Annette Pearson, a Logan resident, is concerned about the 500 North roundabout.  Her 

primary concern is for safety, rather than traffic control at the 3 major intersections 

involved on 200 East particularly 500 North.  Her biggest concern particularly is for the 

safety of the elementary school children moving about.  She advocated using the 

roundabout money for other items such as enforcement of pedestrian safety or potholes 

and leaving the 4-way stop there as it is. 

 

Sabrina Cropper a Logan resident, advocated for use of crossing guards for safety of 

students.  She also feels a light would be the best resolution at 500 North 200 East.  As a 

bicyclist, she is concerned that at 500 North 200 East, drivers would fail to see a bicyclist 

and pull into the roundabout without yielding because they are looking for a car, not a 

bicyclist or a pedestrian. 

 

Bill Bower at 990 North 200 East said a lot of traffic comes up 1000 North and with the 

USU residential development further up the street, there will be more traffic.  He has seen 

people going the wrong way in the roundabout on 1800 North and 200 East.  Safety of 

the public and pedestrians should be foremost.  He expressed his concerns for police 

enforcement as it pertains to pedestrians and vehicles.   

 

Marilyn Griffin, a Logan resident, spoke about roundabouts.  She lives at 600 North 200 

East and sees traffic back-ups often.  She has to make adjustments to get onto 200 East 

from her home depending on the time of day.  She feels that drivers can make 

adjustments in traveling this area during certain times of the day by utilizing other roads.  

She is aware of some near misses on 200 East between 500 North and 1000 North, but no 

accidents.  If there is a roundabout, the pedestrian crossings need to be well marked, not 
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only with paint.  She suggested stamped, colored concrete in the crosswalks.  The 

crosswalks need to be visible before vehicles reach the intersection.  She spoke about the 

possibility of raised crosswalks.  She appreciated the council and administration 

considerations and involvements. 

 

Conley Thompson, a Logan resident, had a question pertaining to the culdesac he lives in 

on 870 North and the raised median.  He doesn’t favor a left hand turn only onto 200 East 

from this culdesac.  Mark Nielsen confirmed there would be only a left hand turn in the 

current plans.  He feels that if the City is fixing a problem between 500 North and 600 

North, they will create the same problem from 800 North to 1000 North as it pertains to 

neighborhood qualities.  He feels the answer is not to create a traffic corridor on 200 East. 

 

Rachael Rasmussen, a Logan resident has a daughter and son-in-law who are disabled.  

They have no choice but to use the transit system to get around.  She feels that a 

roundabout with flashing lights on 500 North 200 East would confuse them.  She is 

concerned that this scenario would also be confusing to many disabled riders of the 

Transit System. 

 

Crystal Burningham, a Logan resident showed a photograph she took of 2 handicapped 

individuals who live on 200 East who were utilizing a motorized cart and a wagon for 

their transportation.  She thanked the Council for listening to the residents’ concerns who 

live along the 200 East Corridor and resolving to keep a traffic signal at 1000 North 200 

East.  She wanted to clarify that single lane roundabouts are safer for car to car contact, 

however, they are not safer for bicyclists, handicapped individuals and car to person 

contact.  She thanked the Council for their help.  She advocated for tabling of the 

roundabout decision on 500 North 200 East until more information on this matter can be 

obtained. 

 

Janice Morris, a Logan resident stated that traffic near the middle school and 500 North 

on 200 East is a terrible problem.  She already has difficulty getting out of her driveway 

due to traffic before and after school.  She is concerned with students bailing out of 

busses right into the streets on this corridor and at the Transit Center.  She advocated for 

a crossing guard on 900 North.  She would like to see the school zone extended to the 

Transit Center.  She appreciated the Council for putting a street light in at 1000 North and 

responding to the citizens.   

 

Councilmember Ward voiced concern with the resolution as presented with the 

roundabout on 500 North and 200 East.  He questioned the information as it pertains to 

pedestrian safety in a roundabout.  Councilmember Daines suggested tabling the 500 

North roundabout decision until the one-way couplet study comes in and complete the 

rest of the design.  Mark Nielsen said that is possible, however, it will delay the project.  

However, the whole plan will change if the one-way is put in. Some property purchases 

are already made at the involved intersections.  Any additional properties needed have 

been identified.  Councilmember Olsen asked the JUB engineer present about the study 

of the roundabouts and informational guides.  JUB reported a roundabout for a pedestrian 

would be safer than a signal.  Also, a roundabout would create fewer contact points for 

pedestrians than a 4-way stop.   
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Mark Nielsen reported that according to the NCHP 572, bicyclists have larger dangers in 

roundabouts.  Other vehicles don’t seem to see the bicycles as a vehicle taking the entire 

lane.  The JUB engineer added that single roundabouts seem to be safer for bicyclists 

than double roundabouts. 

 

Councilmember Ward asked Crystal Burningham about the study she read regarding 

safety for the disabled at roundabouts.  She replied that nationwide, improvements are not 

being put in for the visually impaired and disabled according to the study.  Also, in her 

research, she found reports indicating there were more bicycle accidents at roundabouts 

than other types of intersections.   

 

Chairman Quayle closed the public hearing. 

 

Councilmember Ward inquired as to construction delays if 500 North was tabled.  Mark 

Nielsen indicated the delay would be approximately one year as the couplet study would 

not be finished until the first of next year. He would not like to begin any construction in 

the autumn. Also, the project needs to be bid at one time.  Councilmember Jensen 

indicated he would be in favor of moving ahead with the 500 North roundabout.  

Chairman Olsen agreed, however, he is not concerned to wait until the couplet study is 

complete.  Councilmember Ward would like to see additional research as it pertains to 

handicapped people and possible dangers involving them with a roundabout.  He would 

like to have a month.  Councilmember Jensen agreed.    

 

Councilmember Olsen reiterated the motion presently before the council is to accept 

including items 1, 2 and 3 of the proposed resolution due to the paramount safety issues 

still up in the air.  He is in favor of this motion.  Councilmember Jensen would like to 

table the discussion about 500 North 200 East for further discussion. 

 

ACTION.  Motion by Councilmember Daines to accept items 1, 2 and 3 while deferring 

item 4 for discussion at the 2
nd

 Council Meeting in October to obtain further research 

information seconded by Councilmember Olsen to approve Res. 12-64 as amended. 

Motion carried unanimously.  

 

WORKSHOP ITEM.  

 

Budget Adjustment FY 2012-13 appropriating: $130,073 for the 21
st
 Century Grant; 

$400,000 for the County Road Tax Grant (Public Works Grants); $3,100,000 for the 

County Road Tax Grant (Public Works Class C) – Resolution 12-63 – Richard 

Anderson. 

 

Finance Director, Richard Anderson clarified to the members of the council that the 

$400,000 was coming from Class C Road Funds and the $3,100,00 is coming from the 

County Road Tax Grant. 

 

This will be a public hearing and action item at the October 2, 2012 council meeting.  
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OTHER CONSIDERATIONS. 

 

There were no other considerations stated.  

 

ADJOURN.  

 

There being no further business to come before the Council, meeting adjourned at 8:05 

p.m. 

 

 

 

Sylvia Tibbitts, Deputy City Recorder 


